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G e o rg e  F r a n c is  T r a in  a n d  th e  W o m a n  
S u ffr a g e  M o v e m e n t , 1 8 6 7 -7 0
PATRICIA G. HOLLAND
In the fall of 1867, when Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton arrived from New York in wide open Kansas to 
canvass for woman suffrage, they decided to take the advice of 
a friend in St. Louis and see if they could get that entrepre­
neurial dazzler George Francis Train to give them a boost. On 
October 2, the local committee wired him in Omaha, "Come to 
Kansas and stump the state for equal rights and female 
suffrage. The people want you. The women want you."1
Train wired back in his breezy way a week later: "Right, 
Truth, Justice is bound to win. Men made laws, disfranchising 
Idiots, Lunatics, Paupers, Minors, and added Women as junior 
partner in the firm. The wedge once inserted in Kansas we will 
populate the nation with three millions voting women. Shall be 
with you as soon as our Editorial Party have shot their Buffalo, 
and seen the Rocky Mountains. Nebraska already allows 
women to vote in School Committee. If women can rule 
monarchies they should vote in republics." Susan B. Anthony 
answered the same day from Lawrence: "God bless you. Begin 
at Leavenworth Monday, Oct. 21st. Yes with your help we 
shall trium ph."2
And so began Stanton's and Anthony's association with a 
man whose jam-packed life reflects the riproaring side of 
nineteenth-century America. In 1867 George Francis Train was 
a man of 38, tall and handsome, getting rich developing real 
estate in Omaha. Born March 14, 1829, in Boston and orphaned
1 George Francis Train, The Great Epigram Campaign of Kansas; Championship 
of Women; The Revolution (Leavenworth, Kansas: Prescott & Hume, 1867), 
p. 5.
2 Ibid., pp. 5-6.
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at the age of 4 d u rin g  a yellow  fever ep idem ic in  N ew  O rleans, 
he w as raised  by  his g ran d p a re n ts  in  W altham , M assachusetts, 
and  w en t to w ork  early  for h is fa th e r 's  cousin  E noch T rain, w ho  
ran  packets to  Liverpool. A t 21, the  y o u n g  T rain  w e n t to 
Liverpool to m anage  the  business  there . H e shortly  after 
form ed his ow n  com pany  an d  in  1853 h e a d ed  w ith  h is w ife to 
the gold ru sh  to w n  of M elbourne, A ustralia , w h ere  h e  w as 
sh ipp ing  agen t, m erchan t, a n d  in su rance  m an  a n d  becam e 
involved in  bu ild ing  the  p o rt facilities, all th e  w hile acting  as a 
co rresponden t of th e  B oston Post. H e also described  his travels 
back to the  U n ited  S tates via Asia an d  the  M iddle  East in  
articles for the  N ew  York Herald. A s a jou rna lis t, h e  w as 
p redicting  by the  en d  of 1856 the  next y ea r 's  pan ic  an d  
p roposing , am ong  o th er so lu tions, a railw ay to  C alifornia a n d  
the  annexation  of C uba. H e h im self chose to h e lp  develop  the  
A tlantic an d  G reat W estern  R ailroad, soon  p a rt of the  Erie line. 
H e th en  w en t to  L iverpool an d  L ondon  in  1860 a n d  1861 an d  
built the  first s tree t railw ays there.
In 1862 he cam e hom e an d  beg an  w ork ing  w ith  the  U nion  
Pacific R ailroad on  their expansion  w estw ard  from  the  M issouri 
River. For their firm , he  suggested  th e  title C red it M obilier, 
taken  from  a F rench  com pany  th a t in  1852 h a d  dev ised  new  
m ethods of financing the  construc tion  of public  w orks; w h e th e r  
the  A m erican C red it M obilier also a d o p te d  the  F rench  financ­
ing  techn iques is less clear. The a u th o r of an  1881 s tu d y  of the  
C redit M obilier a n d  the  scandal crea ted  by  the  g ran tin g  of stock 
to congressm en  in  re tu rn  for their political in fluence called the 
nam e a "w oefu l m istake"  for be ing  foreign an d  described  T rain  
as "excitable a n d  v isionary  to the  p o in t of in sa n ity ." 3 N ev er­
theless, it w as Train w ho , in  the  initial stages of the  U nion  
Pacific's d rive to  the  w est, in  1863 a n d  1864, d id  th e  legw ork  in  
Iowa an d  N ebraska a rran g in g  for the  rights-of-w ay. T hrough  
the  C redit Foncier, w h o se  n am e he  also b o rro w ed  from  a 
French firm , he w orked  on  the  real esta te  side of the  railroad  
expansion. The g o v ern m en t gave th e  railroad  com pany  lan d  
righ ts the  w id th  of 40 m iles on  e ithe r side of its corridor an d
3 Rowland Hazard, The Credit Mobilier of America (Providence, Rhode Island, 
1881), p. 17.
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allow ed  it to  sell off th e  lan d s to  settlers a n d  developers. Train 
in v ested  in  five h u n d re d  lo ts in  O m aha  a n d  m ade  enough  
m o n ey  to  b u y  a villa in  N ew port, R hode Islan d .4
W h en  he  cam e to K ansas for the  w om an  suffrage cause, he 
an d  S usan  B. A n th o n y , n ine  years h is sen ior, s tu m p ed  the  state 
stead ily  for the  last tw o  w eeks before the  N ovem ber election 
w hile E lizabeth  C ady  S tan ton  m ade  a n o th e r circuit in  the 
com pany  of a form er governor. Tw o p ropositions w ere  on  the 
ballo t, one  to  rem ove the  w o rd  male from  the  state  constitu tion  
a n d  the  o th e r to rem ove the  w o rd  white, or, in  o th er w ords, to 
enfranch ise  w om en  a n d  to  en franch ise  Black m en. Those 
su p p o rtin g  Black m ale suffrage, chiefly R epublicans, ten d e d  to 
be sym pathe tic  to  w o m an  suffrage b u t feared  jeopard iz ing  
the ir m ain  cause by  su p p o rtin g  the  secondary  issue. F inding 
w ell-know n m en  from  th e  east to su p p o rt e ither effort had  
p ro v ed  im possib le  a n d  hence  th e  decision to  seek T rain 's  help.
B eginning  in  L eavenw orth , T rain  a n d  A n th o n y  w en t to 
L aw rence, O la the , Paola, O ttaw a, M o und  City, Fort Scott, 
H um bo ld t, Leroy, B urling ton , Em poria, Junction  City, M an­
h a ttan , W yando tte , Topeka, a n d  back to L eavenw orth  for
4 Basic biographical facts about Train may be found in the Dictionary of 
American Biography.
An autograph quotation signed by George Francis Train.
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election day  on  N ovem ber 5 .5 A t th e  e n d  of the  canvass T rain  
com piled the  n ew sp a p e r rep o rts  of the  tou r, a d d e d  h is ow n  
com m ents, an d  in  L eavenw orth  p u b lish ed  th e  assem blage in  a 
pam ph le t, w hich  gives a v ivid sense  of the  to u r .6 T hey  spoke at 
a tow n  a day , som etim es tw o. A n th o n y , w ith  years  of fast- 
paced  canvassing  experience b e h in d  h e r, a rran g ed  for ren tin g  
the halls an d  advance  publicity . T rain w o u ld  speak  first, 
w arm ing  u p  the  crow d, th en  let A n th o n y  go on  w hile  he  sat at 
the back a n d  h a d  som eth ing  to eat. H e stayed  at the  to w n  
hotel, if th ere  w as one, w hile  she u sua lly  d rew  o n  the  h o sp i­
tality of a local su p p o rte r. O nce th ey  lost th e  p a th  for their 
carriage, n o t arriv ing  till 11:00 p .m ., b u t th ey  w e n t on  anyw ay  
a n d  d rew  a good crow d. Their rap p o rt w as good. Later, w h e n  
A n thony  w as describ ing  th e ir tw o-w eek  jo u rn ey  to  an  a u d i­
ence in  Buffalo, N ew  York, she tu rn e d  to  T rain  next to  h e r  on  
the  p latform  a n d  asked  h im  if h e  h a d  ever co u n ted  the  m iles 
traveled on  the  tou r. “W e w ere  together, M iss A n th o n y ,” he  
replied . “ It d id  n o t seem  long  to  m e ."  The aud ience  lau g h ed  
an d  cheered .7
A n thony  an d  S tan ton  cred ited  T rain  w ith  sw ay ing  th e  D em ­
ocrats to w om an  suffrage. T rain  explicitly o p p o sed  en franch is­
ing  Black m en , ho ld in g  to  a p rincip le  of ed u ca ted  suffrage. 
“W om an first, a n d  negro  last, is m y program m e; ye t I am  
w illing th a t in telligence sh o u ld  be th e  test, a lth o u g h  som e m en  
have m ore b rains in  the ir h a n d s  th a n  o th ers  in  th e ir heads. 
(Laughter.) E m m ert's  R esolution, in tro d u ced  in to  y o u r Legis­
latu re  last year, d isen franch ising , a fter July 4, 1870, all of age 
w ho  can n o t read  the  A m erican  C onstitu tion , th e  S tate C onsti­
tu tion , a n d  the  Bible, in  the  language  in  w h ich  he  w as edu ca ted  
(applause), expresses m y v ie w s ."8 W hile S tan to n  a n d  A n th o n y
5 Ida Husted Harper, Life and Work of Susan B. Anthony (Indianapolis, 
Indiana: Hollenbeck, 1898), 1: 288-90; Train, Epigram Campaign, pp. 28-54.
6 Epigram Campaign.
7 Clipping from Buffalo Express, December 2, 1867, in Susan B. Anthony 
Scrapbook 2, Library of Congress, Rare Books Division.
8 Quoted from a debate in Ottawa, Kansas, from an uncited source, 
presumably a newspaper account, in Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. 
Anthony, Matilda Joslyn Gage, History of Woman Suffrage, Vol. II, 1861-1876 
(New York: Fowler & Wells, 1882; repr. Arno Press, 1969) (hereafter cited as
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them selves su p p o rte d  rem oval of b o th  male a n d  white from  the 
K ansas constitu tion , th ey  too w orked  only  against male.
O n  election day , the  effort failed. E ven so A n th o n y  w as 
exu ltan t, for nearly  a th ird  of th e  vo ters, of course m ale and  
w h ite  only , su p p o rte d  w o m an  suffrage. Tw o days after the 
election, she  w ro te  to  h e r friend  O lym pia Brow n, the  U niver­
salist m in ister, w h o  h a d  w ork ed  on  the  K ansas cam paign  
earlier th a t sum m er.
Leavenworth Nov. 7th 1867
Dear Olympia,
Never was so grand a success—never was defeat so glorious a 
victory—woman though probably lost—runs vastly ahead of 
negro—Miami Co. goes against 500—Atchison 500—Wyandotte 
500 —Shawnee 500—& all others heard from on the line of Rail 
Road not far from even—but lost—Leavenworth City & County 
alone for us thus far—the one & only point Geo. Francis Train's work 
had time to organize & act— But don't despair—we shall w in— 
the day breaks—the eastern sky isred—Mr. Train consents to 
lecture for our treasury's benefit—all the way down to Boston & 
back to Philadelphia —commencing the 20th in 't—. . . If only 
Geo. F. Train could have lighted the fires you had prepared all 
over the state—we should have carried it overwhelmingly — But 
depend upon it—there is a wise destiny in our delay—it is not 
defeat— So let us hope & work to the brighter day—9
A s it tu rn e d  o u t, Black m ale suffrage received slightly m ore 
su p p o rt th an  d id  w om an  suffrage, an d  no  one could  foresee 
th a t en franch ising  w o m en  w o u ld  take so long. K ansas w aited  
u n til 1912, b o th  S tan ton  a n d  A n th o n y  dead , to g ran t w om en  
full suffrage, a n d  even  th en  it w as on ly  the  seven th  state  to do 
so. N o t u n til 1920 w ere  there  e n o u g h  sta tes to  ratify  the  federal 
am e n d m en t g iving w o m en  the  vote; M ississippi still has not,
HWS, 2), p. 245; the phrase about language was doubtless aimed at the
German constituency.
9 Autograph Letter Signed (hereafter abbreviated as ALS), Olympia Brown 
Papers, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe College.
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th o u g h  the  issue is du tifu lly  ra ised  in  its sta te  leg isla ture  each 
year.
Even as m any  as th irty  years later, S tan ton  a n d  A n th o n y  
believed T rain 's  partic ipa tion  h a d  been  w orthw h ile . "H e  ap ­
pealed  m ost effectively to  the  chivalry of the  in te lligen t Irish ­
m en , an d  the  p rejud ices of the  ignoran t; con ju ring  th em  n o t to 
take the w o rd  'w h ite ' o u t of their constitu tion  u n less  th ey  d id  
the w ord  'm ale ' also; n o t to lift the  neg roes  above th e  h e ad s  of 
their ow n  m o thers, sisters, an d  d au g h te rs . The resu lt w as a 
respectab le dem ocratic  vote in  favor of w o m an  su ffrag e ."10 
Elizabeth C ady S tan ton  recalled  the  m an  in  h e r  rem iniscences. 
"M r. T rain w as th en  in  h is p r im e —a large, fine-looking m an , a 
gen tlem an  in  d ress a n d  m an n er, n e ith e r sm oking , chew ing , 
drinking , n o r gorm andizing . H e w as an  effective speaker an d  
actor, as one  of his speeches, w h ich  he  illu stra ted , im ita ting  the  
poor w ife a t the  w a sh tu b  a n d  the  d ru n k e n  h u sb a n d  ree ling  in, 
fully show ed . H e gave his aud ience  charcoal sketches of 
everyday  life ra th e r th an  a rg u m en t. H e alw ays p leased  p o p u la r 
audiences, a n d  even  the  m ost fastid ious w ere  a m u sed  w ith  h is 
carica tu res."11
A K ansas suffragist, H elen  Ekin S tarrett, recollected  th a t 
Train in  1867
was at the height of his prosperity and popularity, and in 
appearance, manners, and conversation, was a perfect, though 
somewhat unique specimen of a courtly, elegant gentleman. He 
was full of enthusiasm and confident he would be the next 
President. He drew immense and enthusiastic audiences every­
where, and was a special favorite with the laboring classes on 
account of the reforms he promised to bring about when he 
should be President. Well do I remember one poor woman, a 
frantic advocate of woman suffrage, who button-holed every­
body who spoke a word against Train to beg them  to desist; 
assuring them 'that he was the special instrum ent of Providence 
to gain for us the Irish vote.'12
10 HWS, 2:243.
11 Eighty Years and More: Reminiscences 1815-1897 (London: T. Fisher Unwin, 
1898; repr. New York: Schocken, 1971, ed. Gail Parker), p. 256.
12 HWS, 2:254-55.
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C erta in ly  T rain  w as an  en te rta iner. W ith h is d a rk  curls and  
good  looks, he  w as k n o w n  for w earing  a w h ite  vest and  
lav en d er k id  g loves, for speak ing  off the  cuff, m aking  up  
jingles, rep ea tin g  h im self unab ash ed ly , an d  talk ing  at leng th  
a n d  som etim es w ith  little a p p a re n t relevance abou t h im self and  
his exploits.
But aud iences en joyed  h im , he  h a d  their ear. The reports  of 
h is speeches show  h im  full of claim s abou t w h a t he  w ou ld  do 
if he  w ere  p res id en t. In  b o th  1864 a n d  in  1872 he d id  in  fact run , 
in d e p e n d e n t of an y  p a rty  su p p o rt. W hether he  w as ru n n in g  
sim ply  in  the  trad ition  of those  w h o  w a n t a public airing of 
th e ir v iew s, or w h e th e r  he  m igh t n o t have h a d  serious am bi­
tions is difficult to  say. But n o w h ere  have I fo u n d  evidence that 
A n th o n y  or S tan to n  them selves th o u g h t th a t he  w as su p p o rt­
ing  th e ir cause  w ith  a v iew  to even tually  gain ing  the  fem ale 
vote.
By canvassing  to g e th e r A n th o n y  an d  T rain  earned  one 
a n o th e r 's  firm  respect, a n d  it w as d u rin g  th is  to u r th a t he 
dec ided  th ere  o u g h t to be a w o m an  suffrage n ew spaper. As 
S usan  B. A n th o n y  recalled  it, she a n d  T rain  w ere rid ing  to 
Junction  City, K ansas, from  Em poria, w h e n  he  asked  h e r w hy  
h e r  cause h a d  no  paper. She exp lained  there  w as no  m oney, 
th a t w ea lthy  su p p o rte rs  like W endell Phillips w ere  focusing on 
th e  federal am e n d m en t to  the  constitu tion  to  enfranch ise  Black 
m en . T rain  said  he  w o u ld  give h e r  th e  m oney.
D oubtfu l, she w as a s to u n d e d  to  h ea r h im  su d d en ly  an ­
n ounce  d u rin g  h is lectu re  th a t even ing  th a t S usan  B. A n thony  
w as going  to  s ta rt a w o m an  suffrage paper. "Its  nam e is to  be 
The Revolution; its m o tto  'M en , th e ir righ ts , a n d  n o th in g  m ore; 
w om en , th e ir righ ts , a n d  n o th in g  le ss .' This p ap e r is to be a 
w eekly , price $2 p e r  year; its ed ito rs, E lizabeth  C ady S tan ton  
an d  P arker Pillsbury; its p rop rie to r, S usan  B. A n thony . Let 
everybody  subscribe for it!" T hat w as the  first she h ea rd  of it, 
b u t th is w as the  orig in  of the  p a p e r  th a t she  a n d  S tan ton  
p ro d u ce d  from  1868 to  1870, an d  the  m otto  w as the  one they  
u s e d .13
13 Harper, The Life and Work of Susan B. Anthony, 1:290.
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The c ross-coun try  lecture to u r w ith  Train th a t A n thony  
m en tio n ed  in  h e r  le tte r to  O lym pia Brow n began  in  the  m iddle 
of N ovem ber in  O m aha. T ra in 's  qu irky  style is conveyed  in  the 
rep o rt of h is speech  in  St. Louis. O pen ing  th e  even t, Train 
declared
I am an egotist, and as I, before talking about women, shall talk 
about myself, suppose we explain what egotism is. It is not 
properly understood. I think that humility is a swindle—rank 
cowardice. I believe in egotism, and for this reason: Men can't 
get above their level in this world. There are certain natural laws 
that keep us in our positions. Put your hand in the fire and you 
get burned. It is a natural law. Step off this hall, defy the law of 
gravitation, and you go down. Assume your position, I say, and 
be a man or practice humility and be a coward. Strike out for 
mankind. Water don 't run up hill. The big logs will get over the 
smaller ones in the mill pond, the big rocks over the small ones 
on the macadamized highway. Assume your position, I say. Put 
your potatoes in a spring cart over a rough road, and the small 
potatoes will go to the bottom. Therefore, I say, I am trying to 
elevate man by making an egotist out of him. Moral courage is 
not purchasable. Physical courage you can purchase for thirteen 
dollars, a m onth in the army. . . .  I have made the introductory 
remarks just to break the ice. I want you to know me, and I want 
to know you. For it is hard work for these ladies to commence 
breaking the ice until they get votes, and then they will break ice 
over the country.14
In the  course  of th ree  talks in  Buffalo, N ew  York, a t the  en d  of 
N ovem ber, he  u rg ed  a na tiona l capito l in  th e  cen ter of the 
coun try . H e also advocated  greenback  currency  an d  a tem per­
ance p re s id e n t.15
The to u r finally e n d e d  w ith  a S a tu rday  n ig h t p resen ta tio n  in 
S teinw ay H all in  N ew  York C ity on  D ecem ber 14.16 S tan ton  
to ld  T rain  she  felt as if she  w ere  " fa s ten ed  to the  tail of a com et
14 Newspaper report of speech of November 20, 1867, cited to St. Louis 
Democrat, n.d. [November 21, 1867], in Susan B. Anthony Scrapbook 2, 
Library of Congress, Rare Books Division.
15 Buffalo Express, December 2, 1867, as cited above, note 7.
16 Newspaper reports from the New York World, New York Herald, and 
Sunday Mercury (New York), all December 15, 1867, in Susan B. Anthony 
Scrapbook 2, Library of Congress, Rare Books Division.
 
 
http://ir.uiowa.edu/bai/vol46/iss1
[17]
w hisk ing  10,000 m iles th ro u g h  th e  a ir ." 17 But th ey  im m ediately  
began  w ork ing  on  ge tting  o u t the  first issue  of th e  p ap er. Its 
sta tionery  p roclaim ed its p rincip les, a n d  T ra in 's  h a n d  is in  
them .
In Religion—Nature, not Dogma; . . .  In Politics—Educated 
Suffrage, irrespective of Color or Sex; Equal Pay to Women for 
equal Work; Dignity of Labor with Reduction of its Hours; 
Abolition of all standing Armies and all party Despotisms; . . .
a new Commercial and Financial Policy Gold, like our
Cotton and Corn for sale. Greenbacks for money. Foreign 
Manufacturers Prohibited. Open doors to Artisans and Immi­
grants. . . . Wall Street emancipated from Bank of England, or 
American Cash for American Bills. . . . More organized Labor.18
O n  January  4, 1868, th ey  b ro u g h t o u t the  first n u m b er of the
Revolution.
The connection  w ith  Train, how ever, b ro u g h t d o w n  on  
S tan ton  an d  A n th o n y  the  w ra th  of m any  abolition ist friends, 
old su p p o rte rs  of th e  w o m a n 's  righ ts  m ovem en t, because  of 
T rain 's opposition  to Black suffrage. T ow ard  the  e n d  of the  
lecture tou r, S tan ton  resp o n d e d  to  the  criticism  of a Q uaker 
abolitionist, E dw in  S tudw ell.
We are speaking for Woman. Mr. Train is doing the same. . . . 
He lays his talents & wealth at our feet, giving us a triumphal 
journey through the states, papers reporting three & four 
columns. Now you m ust suppose we lack common sense to 
drop the only influential man in the nation who is ready to stand 
by our guns. No! no! I love the cause of woman too well to reject 
such a power.19
Even th o u g h  Train h im self m oved  on  to  o th er en d eav o rs  as 
soon as he h a d  in itia ted  the  p ap e r, the  w ra th  over h is invo lve­
17 Elizabeth Cady Stanton (hereafter ECS) to Elizabeth Smith Miller, De­
cember 28, 1867, in Elizabeth Cady Stanton As Revealed in Her Letters, Diary and 
Reminiscences, ed. Theodore Stanton, Harriot Stanton Blatch (New York: 
Harper & Bros., 1922; repr. Amo Press, 1969), 2:118-19.
18 See stationery used in letter of Susan B. Anthony to Olympia Brown, 
January 1, 1868, Olympia Brown Papers, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe 
College.
19 ECS to Edwin A. Studwell, November 30, 1867, ALS, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton Papers, Vassar College; Studwell, bom in 1837, was at this time 
publisher of a monthly journal, Friend.
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m en t d id  n o t abate. In  an  early  issue of the  Revolution S tan ton  
a n d  A n th o n y  p rin te d  an  attack  from  W illiam  Lloyd G arrison.
January 4th [1868]
Dear Miss Anthony:
In all friendliness, and with the highest regard for the 
W oman's Rights movement, I cannot refrain from expressing 
my regret and astonishment that you and Mrs. Stanton should 
have taken such leave of good sense, and departed so far from 
true self-respect, as to be travelling companions and associate 
lecturers with that crack-brained harlequin and semi-lunatic, 
George Francis Train! . . . The colored people and their advo­
cates have not a more abusive assailant before him, to whom he 
delights to ring the changes upon the 'nigger,' 'nigger,' ad 
nauseam. He is as destitute of principle as he is of sense, and is 
fast gravitating toward a lunatic asylum. He may be of use in 
drawing an audience; but so would a kangaroo, a gorilla, or a 
hippopotamus. It seems you are looking to the Democratic 
party, and not to the Republican, to give success politically to 
your movement! I should as soon think of looking to the Great 
Adversary to espouse the cause of righteousness. The Demo­
cratic party is the 'anti-nigger' party, and composed of all that is 
vile and brutal on the land with very little that is decent and 
commendable.20
The ed ito rs  h a d  already  a n sw ered  th is k ind  of criticism  in an  
early  issue  of the  Revolution.
Since turning our faces eastward from Kansas we have been 
asked many times why we affiliated with the Democrats there, 
and why Mr. Train was on our platform. Mr. Train is there for 
the same reason that when invited by the 'W omen's Suffrage 
Association' of St. Louis, he went to Kansas, because he believes 
in the enfranchisement of woman, not as a sentimental theory, 
a mere Utopia for smooth speech and golden age, but a practical 
idea, to be pushed and realized to-day. Mr. Train is a business 
man, builds houses, hotels, railroads, cities and accomplishes 
whatever he undertakes. . . . Though many of the leading 
minds of this country have advocated woman's enfranchise­
m ent for the last twenty years, it has been more as an intellectual
20 Revolution, January 29, 1868; also in Letters of William Lloyd Garrison, 
Volume VI: To Rouse the Slumbering Land 1868-1879, eds. Walter M. Merrill and 
Louis Ruchames (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 1981), pp. 29-30.
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theory than a fact of life, hence none of our many friends were 
ready to help in the practical work of the last few months, 
neither in Kansas or the Constitutional Convention of New 
York. So far from giving us a helping hand, Republicans and 
Abolitionists, by their false philosophy—that the safety of the 
nation demand ignorance rather than education at the polls— 
have paralized [sic] the women themselves.
The editorial w en t on  to  detail th e  su p p o rt S tan to n  an d  
A n thony  h a d  received  from  D em ocrats in  C ongress, n o tin g  
tha t w h en  the  g rea t R epublican abolition ist C harles S um ner 
p resen ted  a w o m an  suffrage p e titio n  to  C ongress he  a d d e d  the  
com m ent th a t he  considered  it "m o st in o p p o rtu n e ." 21
To the  Boston abolition ist T hom as W en tw o rth  H igg inson , 
S tan ton  w ro te  a pe rsona l letter.
I know we have shocked our old friends who were half asleep 
on the woman question with new life, just waking from slumber 
they are cross, can't see clearly where we are going, but time will 
show that Miss Anthony & myself are neither idiots nor 
lunatics. . . . The position of such men as Garrison, Phillips, 
Sumner in their treatment of our question today proves that we 
must not trust any of you. All these men have pushed us aside 
for years saying "this is the negro's hour" now w hen we turn 
from them & find help in other quarters, turn up the whites of 
their eyes! & cry out the Cause. Now let me ask. Suppose George 
Francis Train had devoted his time & money for three m onths to 
the negro as he has to the woman would not the abolitionists on 
all sides be ready to eulogize & accept him, of course they 
would. Do they ignore everyone who is false to woman? by no 
means. Why ask us to ignore everyone who is false to the negro, 
though Mr. T. is not, when black men on the stum p & in their 
conventions repudiate woman. No! my dear friend we are right 
in our present position. We dem and suffrage for all the citizens 
of the republic in the Reconstruction. I would not talk of negroes 
or women, but citizens.22
Train h ad  sailed for E urope on  th e  e ig h th  of January  w ith  h is 
U nion Pacific colleague T hom as C. D u ran t, leav ing  h is friend  
a n d  co -underw riter D avid  M elliss of the  N ew  York World in
21 Revolution, January 15, 1868.
22 ALS, January 13, 1868, Galatea Collection, Department of Rare Books 
and Manuscripts, Boston Public Library; printed in variant form in Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton As Revealed in Her Letters, Diary and Reminiscences, 2:120-21.
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charge of the  financial pages of the  Revolution. By ex traord inary  
b ad  luck, he  w as d e ta in ed  by  th e  British police w h en  the  ship 
a rrived  in  Ire land  on  January  17, 1868, for carry ing  pro-Fenian 
litera tu re , a n d  th en  arres ted . O n  February  26 he  w ro te  from  
p rison , “ I shall jo in  W [illiam]. L[loyd]. G [arrison], an d  shall say 
d ro p  Train. . ," 23 H e feared  he  w as becom ing a liability to the 
cause.
S tan ton  a n d  A n th o n y  d id  n o t rep u d ia te  him . They con tinued  
pub lish in g  h is letters, m ailed  from  the  B attersea p rison  ou tside 
D ublin  w h ere  he  sp e n t ten  m o n th s , a n d  the  w ra th  Train excited 
d id  n o t abate. The fo llow ing year a t a N ew  York equal rights 
conven tion , the  m ovem en t d iv ided  in to  tw o separa te  o rgani­
zations, the  N ational W om an Suffrage A ssociation, h ead ed  by 
S tan ton  an d  A n th o n y , a n d  th e  A m erican W om an Suffrage 
A ssociation, based  in  B oston an d  h e a d ed  by  Lucy Stone and  
h e r h u sb a n d  H en ry  Blackwell. The sp lit lasted  for 20 years, the 
b itte rn ess  ev iden t on  b o th  sides. A n d  T ra in 's  nam e recurred  
even  long  p a s t th e  tim e he  h a d  any  connection  w ith  the  cause.
H e finally cam e back from  Ireland  early  in  1869, an d  accord­
ing  to S usan  B. A n th o n y 's  no tes  in  the  Revolution decided  no t 
to  w rite  for the  p ap e r, d evo ting  h im self to a bu sy  lecture tou r 
in stead . H e w e n t to P rom on to ry  Poin t, U tah , to celebrate the 
m eeting  of the  tw o  tran sco n tin en ta l railroads on  M ay 10, 1869, 
a n d  th e n  w e n t on  the  ro ad  lecturing . But h e  con tinued  su p p o rt 
of the  pap er.
O n  January  1, 1870, A n th o n y  th an k ed  him .
Jan. 1st, 1870
Dear Mr. Train,
As I am looking over documents this New Year's day accu­
mulated during my frequent and long absences from my of­
fice—I find this Order on the N.Y. World you so generously sent 
me. I return it to you—not that I don 't want the $2,650.00—but 
that you, having returned to the City, may yourself collect the 
bill and have the added pleasure of handing me the Greenbacks.
As I look back over the two years since we met in Kansas— 
since I saw you take those immense audiences of Irishmen all 
opposed to wom an's voting—and time after time make every
23 Revolution, March 19, 1868.
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man of them vote aye before you left—since the 9,070 votes of 
Kansas—since the tour of meetings all the way from Omaha to 
Boston and back to New York—since the starting of The Revolu­
tion— since your ten months in a British Bastile—since your 
twelve months lectures almost every night—I was wondering if 
for once you have ever let an audience go until you had made 
them vote for woman suffrage?
For every word you have spoken—for every vote you have 
taken—for every dollar you have given—and more than all for 
the increase of respect for and faith in myself with which you 
have inspired m e—my soul blesses you, as does the Good 
Father and all his Angels—
With not one, but many a happy New Year
Gratefully Yours,
Susan B. Anthony24
T rain 's  life a t th is tim e becam e rem arkab ly  hectic. In  1870 he 
decided  to  m ake a quick trip  a ro u n d  the  w orld , an d  w hile  in  
M arseille fell in to  an  a d v en tu re  w ith  the  C o m m u n ard s  w hich  
landed  him  in  a jail in  Lyons. A s T rain  re la ted  the  story , it took 
the com bined  efforts of the  D um as pere (an o ld acquain tance) 
and  Leon G am betta  to  get h im  o u t.25 Even w ith  th is in te rlude , 
his trip  a ro u n d  the  w orld  still took only  80 days, an d  Train 
believed it w as the  basis of Jules V erne 's  tale p u b lish ed  in  1873.
In 1872 he  cam paigned  for p res id en t, a n d  at th e  en d  of the 
year he publicly d e fen d ed  Victoria W o o d h u ll's  rig h t to  p rin t 
her view s abou t sex a n d  for h is troub les sp e n t fou r m o n th s  in  
the Tom bs. The d istrict a tto rn ey  o rd ered  h im  tried  for in san ity , 
b u t several "ex p erts” fo u n d  h im  a m onom an iac  b u t n o t in sane , 
and  the ju ry  declared  h im  sa n e .26 A fter tha t, he  assigned  his 
assets to h is wife, an d  lived ap p a ren tly  a p a rt from  h e r  in  N ew  
York. H e rep ea ted  his a ro u n d -th e-w o rld  trip  in  1890 a n d  again  
in 1892, se tting  a 60-day record . H e lived in  a c row ded  room  in  
a N ew  York hotel, an d  accord ing  to one  repo rt, u se d  to  ho ld  
Sunday "serv ices" in  U nion  Square of w h a t he  called the  
C hurch of th e  L aughing  Jackass. In 1902, a t th e  age of 73, he
24 ALS, Manton Marble Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress.
25 My Life in Many States and Foreign Lands (New York: D. Appleton, 1902), 
pp. 302-13.
26 See the report of the case in Clark Bell, Speech . . . upon the Inquiry as to the 
Sanity or Insanity of George Francis Train (New York: Russell Bros., 1873).
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d icta ted  h is m em oirs, w h ich  con ta in  fond  tribu tes to his th ree 
ch ild ren , a n d  on  January  18, 1904, d ied  peacefully  in  h is room , 
h is d a u g h te r  by  his side.
* * *
I first d iscovered  th is ex trao rd inary  m an  w h en  I becam e 
in te res ted  in  the  lives of S usan  B. A n th o n y  an d  E lizabeth C ady 
S tan ton  som e years ago a n d  since th en  have w an ted  to w rite 
abou t h im . H e w as a m an  of energy  a n d  a charm ing  k ind  of 
eccentricity , w h o  in sp ired  in  p eop le  respect, affection, am aze­
m en t, g rea t am u sem en t, a n d  som etim es considerable alarm . 
H ow  to  evaluate  th is  strange  life? The question  raises ano ther, 
ho w  to know th a t life? This is n o t to  say no  b iog raphy  exists; I 
reco m m en d  tw o  book-leng th  sources, T rain 's  ow n  au tob iogra­
p h y , M y Life in Many States and Foreign Lands, p ub lished  in  1902, 
sho rtly  before he  d ied , a n d  W illis T h o rto n 's  The Nine Lives of 
Citizen Train p u b lish ed  in  1948.27 But bo th  these  accounts, one 
b ased  strictly  on  th e  a u th o r 's  e lderly  rem iniscences, the  o ther 
w ith  a fine b ib liog raphy  b u t lacking any  descrip tion  of the 
research  cond u c ted , a n d  n e ith e r docu m en ted , p resen t chal­
lenges to  the  p e rso n  try ing  to  find  o u t the  facts. Indeed , how  
w o u ld  one  go ab o u t verify ing the  varie ty  of even ts  of h is life, 
som e qu ite  b izarre , in  locations all over the  w orld? A nd  on 
w h a t basis does one  assess a p e rso n  of his influence w ho  show s 
signs of craziness, if an  in sp ired  an d  o ften  p resc ien t kind?
Take, for exam ple, the  issue of h is insanity . W hen  Alice 
S tone Blackwell w ro te  th e  b iog raphy  of h e r  m o ther, Lucy 
S tone, w h o  b roke w ith  S tan ton  an d  A n th o n y  over T rain 's 
invo lvem en t in  th e  equal righ ts  cause, she p a in ted  a po rtra it of 
the  m an  th a t su p p o rte d  h e r m o th e r 's  view s. She says he spen t 
tim e " in  a lunatic  asy lum  as actually  in sa n e ."  As n o ted  above, 
he  w as ju d g ed  n o t in sane  a n d  jailed , n o t hospita lized . She says 
he  w as " a n  object of genera l rid icu le ,"  an d  to  illustrate  the 
p o in t no tes  he  h a d  n o m in a ted  h im self for p res id en t and  
cam paigned . T hat is h a rd ly  in  itself an  act com m and ing  "g en ­
27 New York: Greenberg.
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eral rid icu le ."28 W hen  T rain  w as tried  for in san ity  in  1873, h is 
law yer listed  the  ev idence in  favor of the  charge, th a t T rain 
believes (1) th a t he is th e  com ing D ictator; (2) th a t H orace 
G reeley w as po isoned ; (3) th a t he  (Train) fo rm ed  the  C red it 
Foncier, C red it M obilier, C om m une in  France, the  In te rn a tio n ­
ale; (4) th a t he  has "deliria  de  g ra n d e u r ."  The law yer conceded  
po in ts  1 an d  2 b u t on  p o in ts  3 an d  4 rev iew ed  T ra in 's  life to 
show  there  w as no  delusion . R eferring to  the  orig inal p rovo ­
cation for th e  arrest, V ictoria W oodhu ll's  public  accusation  th a t 
H enry  W ard Beecher com m itted  ad u lte ry  w ith  a pa rish ioner 
a n d  T rain 's  sym pathy  w ith  the  v iew , the  law yer ad m itted  th a t 
Train has "u ltra  hostile"  v iew s on  the  p ro fession  of c lergym en, 
im plying th a t such  view s do  n o t constitu te  in san ity .29 C onsid ­
e red  today, the  ideas Train a d v o ca ted —greenback  currency , 
sho rte r w ork ing  h o u rs  (w hen  th e  ten -h o u r day  w as still a 
controversial idea), o rgan ized  labor, equal pay  for w om en  for 
equal w o rk —do n o t seem  particu larly  o u tlan d ish  b u t ra th e r 
sim ply p rogressive, an d  so, I w ou ld  say, th ey  w ere  th en . W hile 
his behav ior w as p lain ly  u n u su a l a n d  doub tless  verg ing  on  the 
bizarre, h is ideas w ere  ones th a t m any  m ore respectab le  peop le  
suppo rted . A nd  yet, a cu rren t article on  T rain  is titled  "G eorge  
Francis Train: The G reat A m erican  H u m b u g ,"  a n o th e r  in  the  
trad ition  of citationless s tu d ie s .30
To take a n o th e r exam ple of the  difficulty of a ssessing  h is life, 
Train in h is m em oirs m ade  a n u m b er of claim s abou t th ings he 
inven ted , claim s th a t inv ite  incredu lity . A m ong  o th e r th ings, 
he says, he in v en ted  the  coal chu te  for a coal cart, th e  eraser 
a ttached  to  a pencil, p erfo ra ted  s tam ps, an d  step s as a p a rt of 
a carriage.31 O n  a trip  to O regon  in  1869, he  says he  no ticed  th e  
im m ense n um bers  of salm on  the  In d ian s  w ere  catch ing  an d  
th o ugh t u p  the  idea of canned  sa lm on .32 T hat w as o n  the  sam e 
trip tha t w hile  sailing u p  th e  P uget S ound  he  p icked  o u t the 
fu tu re  term inus for the  N o rth e rn  Pacific Railw ay, the  spo t th a t
28 Lucy Stone: Pioneer of Woman's Rights (Boston: Little, Brown, 1930), p. 209.
29 Clark Bell, Speech . . . upon the Inquiry as to the Sanity or Insanity of George 
Francis Train, pp. 18-22, 38.
30 Dennis B. Downey, Journal of Popular Culture 14, no. 2 (Fall 1980), 251-60.
31 My Life, pp. 107-8.
32 Ibid., p. 298.
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w o u ld  becom e Tacom a, W ash in g to n .33 If h is claim s are read  
carefully, he  does n o t say  h e  d id  m ore th an  express the  idea, 
leav ing  o p en  th e  likelihood th a t som eone else p u t the  idea into 
practice, b u t g iven  T ra in 's  rep u ta tio n  for g rand iosity  a b iogra­
p h e r  w o u ld  w a n t to  try  to  verify  these  claims.
The w ork  n e e d ed  to do  so w o u ld  be staggering. To take one 
of h is m ore  im pressive  a n d  in te restin g  claim s to  illustrate  the 
challenge of verification, he  says th a t w hile w ork ing  in  Boston 
in  the  1840s he  realized  th e  profitability  of p rom o ting  Irish 
im m igration . H e a rran g ed  for the  Irishm en  he  k new  a ro u n d  the 
w h arf to  scatter in fo rm ation  th ro u g h o u t Ire land  abou t the 
U n ited  S tates an d  h o w  to get there . H e also th o u g h t of tw o 
w ays to m ake passage  cheap  a n d  conven ien t by  dev ising  the 
"p re p a id  p a ssen g e r certificate" a n d  the  "sm all on e-p o u n d  
(English m oney) bill of exchange ."  H e th en  advertised  these  in 
the  B oston Pilot, the  Catholic n ew sp ap er, over the  signatu re , 
a p p a ren tly  legitim ate, of the  a rchb ishop .34 These actions 
sh o u ld  be possib le to  confirm , b u t the  researcher w ou ld  need  
access to  th e  p rim ary  sources of Irish h isto ry  of the  1840s, 
B oston C atholic church  an d  n ew sp a p e r records of th a t tim e, 
a n d  records for the  sh ip p in g  firm . To see fu rth e r w h e th e r or 
n o t the  devices he  claim ed to  have in v en ted  w ere  in d eed  new , 
these  sam e k inds of reco rds w ou ld  need  to be checked fu rther 
back. A n d  finally th e  researcher w o u ld  w a n t to ask w h e th e r or 
n o t these  innovations, if so th ey  w ere, d id  in  fact dram atically  
increase Irish im m igration .
The com plexity  of research  w o u ld  need  rep ea tin g  for all his 
o th e r endeavo rs. In  one  case, th a t of h is accom plishm ents in 
A ustralia , th a t w o rk  h as  been  w ell done. The leng thy  in troduc­
tion  th a t E. D aniel a n d  A n n e tte  Po tts w ro te  to their book A  
Yankee Merchant in Goldrush Australia: The Letters of George Francis 
Train 1853-55 is a m odel of such  research . They w ere  able to 
com pare  h is descrip tions of M elbourne from  o th er sources for 
th e  tim e as w ell as p rep a rin g  the  only  d o cu m en ted  account of 
h is life. It w as in te res tin g  to learn  from  their s tu d y  th a t for the 
m ost p a rt h is accounts an d  descrip tions could  be confirm ed.
33 Ibid., p. 299.
34 Ibid., pp. 77-78.
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They do no te  th a t a bu ild ing  he  bu ilt a n d  rem em b ered  as six 
stories h igh  w as described  in  a con tem pora ry  account as on ly  
tw o a n d  a half stories, an  erro r consisten t w ith  h is inclination  to  
exaggerate b u t n o t rem arkab ly  eg reg ious.35
His exploits in  Italy of 1857 or 1858 (his m em oirs do  n o t say 
exactly) d u rin g  the  revo lu tionary  tim es, w h e n  he  w as su p p o s­
edly called C itizen T rain  an d  hailed  as a liberator, w o u ld  
require considerable checking  aga in st con tem porary  accounts. 
Similar w ork  w o u ld  be n e e d ed  on  the  1870 escapade  in  
M arseille a n d  Lyons, France. H is trip s to a n d  stories abou t 
C hina, India, Turkey, a n d  R ussia w o u ld  all n e e d  at least som e 
b ackground  research.
The p ap ers  th a t T rain  once h a d  are  n o w  a p p a ren tly  gone, 
destroyed , according to  tw o  b iog raph ies, in  1903 o n  the  su sp i­
cion th a t they  h a rb o red  sm allpox g e rm s.36 H is le tte rs  th u s  have 
to be tracked  d o w n  in  the  collections of h is co rresp o n d en ts . 
The U niversity  of Iow a has the  largest assem blage of T rain  
docum en ts, its core a collection of the  p a p e rs  of h is U nion  
Pacific colleague, T hom as C. D uran t. T hey convey  T rain 's  
galloping style of w ork ing  a n d  w riting  a n d  detail th e  w ork  
Train d id  in  the  m id  1860s for the  railroad; to  evaluate  the  
inform ation  requ ires a good know ledge of railroad  h isto ry , 
particularly  its financial aspects. A  few  T rain  le tte rs  are  in  the  
papers  of W hitelaw  Reid, of the  N ew  York Tribune, a t the  
Library of C ongress, a n d  in  those  of G eorge T. H olyoake, in  the  
C ooperative U nion  Library, M anchester, E ngland . D oubtless, 
m any m ore could  be found . The Revolution con ta ins h is letters 
from  jail in  Ire land  as w ell as rep o rts  ab o u t h im , a n d  local 
new spapers  for th e  m any  places he  w ork ed  a n d  lec tu red  in  
w ould  be likely to  con ta in  repo rts.
G iven the  difficulty of d e te rm in in g  th e  facts of h is life, an d  
bearing in  m ind  th a t the  sto ry  ju s t to ld  of h is en co u n te r w ith  
Susan B. A n th o n y  a n d  E lizabeth  C ady  S tan ton  h as  n o t ye t been  
verified as it  o u g h t to  be, it is w ith  som e h esita tio n  th a t I 
evaluate even  th is sm all p a rt of h is life, h is connection  w ith  the
35 (Melbourne: Heinemann, 1970), p. xvi; My Life, p. 132.
36 Don C. Seitz, Uncommon Americans (Indianapolis, 1926), p. 182, as cited in 
Potts, p. xxx; Thornton, p. 301.
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tw o  w om en , a n d  the  u p ro a r  it caused . C uriously , or pe rh ap s 
u n d e rs tan d ab ly , he  m akes no  m en tion  of it w h a tev er in  his 
m em oirs. T hat h e  w as a C o p p e rh ead  w as the  u ltim ate  charge of 
S tan to n 's  a n d  A n th o n y 's  equal-righ ts cohorts. The charge 
stem m ed  from  an  inc iden t in  B oston in  1862 w h en  Train w en t 
to  a speech  by  C harles S um ner in  favor of im m ediate  em anci­
pa tio n  of the  slaves a n d  got u p  on  th e  p latform  to voice his 
d isag reem en t. T hough  m an y  in  the  crow d sh o u ted  their su p ­
po rt, h e  w as carted  off to  jail for d isru p tin g  the  m eeting; he w as 
shortly  re leased .37 A p art from  his opposition  to  abolition and  
Black suffrage, th ere  w ere  h is political affiliations. W hile he 
w as n ev er a m ajor voice in  th e  D em ocratic party , h is appeal 
w as to  the  D em ocrats, th e  p a rty  of im m igran ts an d  the  w orking  
class, ra th e r  th an  th e  R epublicans of the  an tislavery  trad ition .
A long w ith  th e  liability of th a t affiliation w as his personal 
m an n er. H is self-proclaim ed lack of education , his p la in  w ay  of 
talk ing  w ith o u t literary  or ph ilosoph ical allusions, h is jingles, 
h is love of m oney  a n d  w h a t it could  buy , h is lack of p ie ty  and  
relig iosity—all these , com bined  w ith  h is fancy d ress, m arked  
h im —for m a n y —as offensively u n cu ltu red . H is very  p o p u lar­
ity co n d em n ed  h im , a n d  desp ite  S tan to n 's  claim  th a t the 
G arrison ians w o u ld  n o t be so critical if he  h a d  com e o u t for 
their cause, I th in k  th ey  w o u ld  still have  fo und  his m anner 
em barrassing . Som e felt he  m ade  a m ockery of the  suffrage 
cause sim ply  by  h is p resence , th a t it w ou ld  n o t do  to accom ­
p an y  so m eth in g  so im p o rtan t a n d  so lem n w ith  jokes and  
p u rp le  k id  gloves. In  Alice S tone Blackw ell's analysis, ''T he  
genera l public  looked  u p o n  the  idea of w om an  suffrage as 
rid icu lous, an d  it w as h igh ly  undesirab le  to  associate it w ith  
an y th in g  really  rid icu lous like M r. T rain a n d  his p residen tial 
a sp ira tio n s ."38 Possibly th a t w as a reasonab le  view  to take 
g iven  the  n ew n ess  of the  idea th a t w om en  shou ld  have equal
37 My Life, pp. 277-79; see also William Lloyd Garrison to Helen E. Garrison, 
October 9, 1862, in Letters of William Lloyd Garrison, Volume 5: Let the Oppressed 
Go Free, 1861-1867 (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 1979), p. 120, and note p. 121.
38 Lucy Stone, p. 209.
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righ ts w ith  m en , b u t I th in k  it also be trays an  in secu rity  abou t 
the  validity  of the  idea.
T rain 's ex travagan t exuberance clearly fueled  th e  re se n t­
m ent, a re sen tm en t th a t revealed  a genera l k ind  of ne rv o u sn ess  
abou t T rain 's energy  a n d  v o lu p tu o u s  en jo y m en t of life — 
desp ite  h is n o n d rin k in g , n o n sm o k in g  h a b its—his love of travel 
a n d  exotic places, of b ig  financial schem es, h u g e  en te rp rises , 
fam ous peop le . C ertain ly , he  h a d  no  a ttrac tion  to  the  spare  life 
th a t w as custom ary  to the  m an y  Q uakers a n d  liberal U nitarians 
w ho  filled the  ranks of the  an tislavery  o rgan izations. In d eed , it 
is an  in te resting  in sigh t in to  S tan ton  a n d  especially  A n th o n y  
th a t they  bo th  fo und  h im  a deligh tfu l com pan ion  a n d  n ever 
w avered  in  their su p p o rt. W hile S tan to n  h a d  g ro w n  u p  in  a 
w ealthy  an d  ra th e r loosely s tru c tu red  h o u seh o ld  in  u p s ta te  
N ew  York, w h ere  h e r fa ther w as a ju d g e  in  Joh n sto w n , a n d  
alw ays frankly  en joyed  the  good  life w h e n  she  h a d  it; A n ­
th o n y 's  up b rin g in g  w as m ore in  the  Q u ak er m an n e r, fo llow ing 
h e r fa th e r's  faith , a n d  she  n ever ap p a ren tly  desired  w ea lth  or 
relished  luxury. Still, she h a d  no  reclusive tendenc ies, w as a 
practical an d  sociable p e rso n , h e r  d o w n -to -ea rth  friend liness a 
lifelong characteristic. A n d  h e r  energy  w as a m atch  for T rain 's.
This flash th a t the  m an  ign ited  lit u p  a n d  exposed , I w ou ld  
say, a real d ifference in  refo rm  styles. W hile S tan to n  a n d  
A n thony  are som etim es d istin g u ish ed  from  th e ir G arrison ian  
forebears a n d  colleagues for advocating  political refo rm  ra th e r 
th an  m oral reform , th e re  w as a qualita tive  difference accom pa­
ny ing  the  ideological one. Far m ore so th a n  G arrison  a n d  his 
colleagues, w hose  w ork  took  place largely  from  th e  1830s 
th ro u g h  the  1850s an d  w as confined  for the  m o st p a rt  to  N ew  
England  a n d  N ew  York, the  y o u n g e r S tan ton  a n d  A n th o n y  h a d  
by the  m id  1860s a m uch  w id er geograph ical focus for their 
cause. Personally , th ey  sh a red  w ith  m an y  o th ers  of th e ir tim e 
the  excitem ent p ro d u ced  by  th e  o p en in g  of the  w e s te rn  lands 
to settlem ent. Both of S usan  B. A n th o n y 's  b ro th e rs  se ttled  in  
K ansas d u rin g  the  John  B row n days, tw o  of S tan to n 's  ch ild ren  
and  one  of h e r sisters w e n t to  Iow a, a n d  each a t tim es seriously
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th o u g h t of go ing  w est herse lf.39 T he trip  to  K ansas w as the  first 
of w h a t w o u ld  becom e m any  trips to w este rn  lands, som etim es 
to g e th e r on  cam paigns an d  o ften  separa te ly  on  lecture tours. 
W hile th e  trip s w ere  o ften  a rd u o u s , each seem ed  to  enjoy 
them , to  find  th em  exciting in  a w ay  their w ork  in  the  east w as 
no t. In  p art, th e  clim ate for w o m e n 's  righ ts  w as considerably  
m ore favorable in  the  w est, b u t I th in k  besides the  m ore 
en thusiastic  recep tion  th ey  m igh t find, the  boom  spirit of the 
fast-g row ing  w est carried  over to them . M aybe it w as because 
T rain  m et A n th o n y  a n d  S tan ton  in  K ansas th a t they  resp o n d ed  
so w ell to one an o th er, in  a p lace th a t a t the  tim e seem ed  to 
offer b o th  p ro sp erity  an d  the  p ro spec t of equality .
To link u p  w ith  som eone like Train, w hose  racist a ttitudes 
w ere  so an tithe tica l to  th e  beliefs of su p p o rte rs  of w o m en 's  
r igh ts , also reflects a n o th e r  aspect of S tan to n 's  an d  A n th o n y 's  
refo rm  styles. Especially for A n th o n y , w ith  he r action-orien ted  
a ttitu d e , a n d  in  th e  p o s tw ar years for S tan ton , expediency  w as 
in  o rder. A lliances w ere  necessary , th ey  felt, if su p p o rt for 
w o m an  suffrage w as ever to be achieved , a n d  it w as no t 
objectionable to  accept su p p o rt from  those  w hose  o th er politi­
cal v iew s m igh t be in to lerable. T here  is no  sign th a t w hen  
A n th o n y  a n d  S tan ton  so u g h t T ra in 's  he lp  th a t th ey  an tic ipated  
the  p ro te s t h is connection  w o u ld  cause, a n d  th o u g h  they  never 
gave any  ind ica tion  of reg re t, in  h in d sig h t it w as probably  an  
u n w ise  m ove. S tan ton  a n d  A n th o n y  at th a t p o in t w ere  im pa­
tien t for success, full of en th u siasm , a n d  in  their im patience, 
th ey  ap p a ren tly  d id  n o t develop  a b ro ad er ph ilo sophy  of 
h u m an  righ ts  by  w h ich  to govern  their actions. In their strategy 
they  th u s  becam e careless in  considering  the  m eans to reach 
the  end . W an ting  resu lts  a n d  n o t b e ing  careful abou t the  m eans
39 See, for example, ECS to her husband, Henry Brewster Stanton, written 
from Council Grove, Kansas, October 9 , 1867, urging that they buy land there 
and settle; transcript in Elizabeth Cady Stanton Papers, Manuscript Division, 
Library of Congress. Anthony for a time owned land in Atchison, bought in 
her name for speculative purposes by her brother Daniel Read Anthony; he 
later went on to be mayor of Leavenworth, and his son Daniel R. Anthony, 
Jr. was a longtime congressman from the district.
 
 
http://ir.uiowa.edu/bai/vol46/iss1
[29]
u sed  for ob tain ing  th em  w as, of course, T ra in 's  lifelong char­
acteristic as w ell, an d  he  w as fo rtu n a te  n o t to  suffer very  m uch  
by  the  consequences.40
40  I would like to thank Gail Malmgreen for reviewing a draft of this article 
and for our helpful discussions of the topic.
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